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CONVERSATIONAL HEILTSUK I

Welcome to this tape. You will hear a variety of Heiltsuk words, phrases,
and sentences. They are divided into topics. The first topic is called Greetings,
the second Weather, and so on. You can find them all in the illustrated booklet
thataccompanies thistape.

Listen to the first topic with the booklet closed. Then listen again while
looking at how the Heiltsuk is written in the booklet. You may find the writing
helpful to remember the Heiltsuk pronunciation. The pictures will help you
remember the Heiltsuk meaning; try to avoid the English translations.

You will hear English followed by its Heiltsuk translation. The Heiltsuk is
pronounced twice by one speaker, then twice again by a different speaker. In
this way all Heiltsuk is pronounced four times. After this, a blank section is left
on the tape for you to repeat the Heiltsuk yourself. When you have recorded
your repetition, feel free to rewind the tape, listen again, and re-record your
own pronunciation. Keep practicing until you can imitate the Heiltsuk speakers
perfectly.

After you have practiced the Greetings, go on to the next topic, the Weather.
After you have practiced this topic as thoroughly as the first, go on to the next
topic, and so on. All topics on the tape are set up the same way.

But do not just rush forward! It is better to learn to pronounce one word
very well than twenty a little bit. When studying one topic, do not forget to
review previous ones. It is through frequent listening and repeating that you
will become familiar with the Heiltsuk pronunciation. And pay attention to the
rhythm of the Heiltsuk words.

If you are having difficulties put the tape away for a while but make sure
you go back to it. Practice every day!




The best way to remember the Heiltsuk on this tape is to use it in your
everyday life. Here are a few examples how:

«Listen to the tape with someone else, better yet with your whole family.
+Learn one new Heiltsuk item each day and use it.

«Ask your children what they are doing in language class. You and your
children can learn from each other.

Get another booklet like this one. Cut out both the pictures and the Heiltsuk
words they illustrate, and put them up around your house (e.g. on your fridge
door, the walls, the windows). The pictures and the written words will be steady
reminders of what you have learned.




Topic 1: Greetings

a. Yau.

Hello. Svrwr: ¥,
5 B - c. Hixstauxv?mnugva
9 : »
b. Las mxstguk\;:a. posay.
Areyou alright?.

* (In Heiltsuk asking this is
like saying “How are you?”. )

Sy yrq s~ Wl
e. HikuXvs wiox! ,
It is a good morning!

f. 'Hikaxvs nikvkv!

It is a good evening! -

g. 'Hagvaxxas?
What's your name?




Topic 2: Weather

it "':- » 2, .
KF "Wixstaukvi

nalayaxv?

What is the weather like?
a. YualuXv. -
It is windy. ( L alt
* (Careful: in conver- "\ ( ya b. Pxlauxv.
sation final “Xv” of ~ Bkk:\ u//, .

“Yullutv” andthe ~___\% @) — e T
following 6 items is L N i‘i Wi
often not pronounced. Az
Listen to the tape; J & o
the first time around B 3 —
Esther does not pronounce final “Xv” of =
“Yudluxv,” the second time she does. ) Zh, \\\%
/ﬁl' L
’/:’/,’73{'/#1‘ i (‘-,N\
£ s A7 THANN
LaxvlauXv.
It is blowing.

9. Fw  rprwv
c. Hafgvalaxv.
It is foggy. {7 e

L . 9 N =
e. Kvisauxv. f. 'HnthizualuXv.
It is snowing. Itiscloudy . =
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Topic 3: ;
Parts of the Head

a. Hixti.
Head L
(Bsther) Qs thtiai b. Psg;l l
(Marina: y Qs hixtiiax Qs pepiusx
My head i
Kuxvala S
(ESther) Iiuxvala qs hlxtlax PSBIUAX. q

My head hurts (or, My head aches or, earache).
I1havea headache).

c. Gik
Teeth
Qs gigiax

My teeth
"XKuxvala gs
gigiax.
My teeth hurt (or, I have a toothache).

e. Qgs f. Xvma
e B = ma )
Qs qgsax Qs xvmaqgax
My eyes My nose
'Xuxvala gs qgsax.
My eyes are sore.




Topic 4: Colours

a. XaXvsti b. ‘MuXvsti
\ Red White
Wixstuai qi? "Wixstuai qa?
Whatcolour is that?* What colouris that?
* (In this and following items, “that” refers ’MUXVSU:I qﬁqv
to something that is not too far away.) That is white.
"KaXvsti qiqv.
Thatisred.

"Muxvsti

Colour the Wheel!

c. Coltu

. Black
Wixstuai qu?
, What colouris that?
Cultu quqy.
That is black.




Topic 5: Clothing

a. TitlXvcéua b. Wndista

Socks Pants.
Titlxvéuayaqvs Widistayaqvs

Your socks Yourpants i
TitlXvéuts Whdistuts. /i

Put your socks on. Put on your pants. ‘
LaXuts titlXvéuayaqvs. LiXuts whdistayaqvs.

Take your socks off. Take your pants off.

. 5 R (GO 8500
QviXvcuts wayaxaqvs.
Put on your shirt. Put on your dress (or skirt).
LaXuts kvuabuayaqvs. LaXuts wayaxaqvs.
Take your shirt off. Take off your dress (or skirt) .
e. ‘Qvuxvéuts. f. ’Cisaxs qviXvéiasaqvs.

Get dressed. Put your clothes away.




Topic 6:

Some Food Items
a. “Gvéyax bBida >
Bread. Butter
'Cua ’Cuaxsinxa yis bada.
Give Give me butter.
"Cuaxsinxa.
Give me.
"CuaxsinXa yis gvayax.*
Give me bread.

* (With “yis” often only the “s” is pronounced. )

d. Gvusi vg

c. Sugva
Sugar Potatoes
b ’ . . & 4 ’ . . -’
CuaxsinXa yis sugva. Cuaxsinkxa yis gvusi.
Give me sugar. Give me potatoes.
)‘
e. Xvukvm @ f. Di »
Tea
’ 9 ’ . . r
Cuaxsu,ﬁ(a yis xvukvm. CuéxsinXa yis di.
Give me rice. Give me tea.
g. Kvubi
Coffee
b V 4 L) [ 7z
Cuaxsinka yis kvubi.

Give me coffee.




Topic 7:
Some Parts of the House (or Building)
(Careful: we will pretend that we are either inside the house or building, or relatively close to

it. Itmakes a difference in Heiltsuk.)

a. Gvukv

House (or building)
Iam going to the house . (In two sections: )
Gvuakvaxv

The house
Laxnagva laka

I am going to.
Laxnagva laka gvikvaXv.

I am going to the house.

b. "Wuit
Floor
Diglilaxs wuilaXv.
. Wipe the floor.
Cuxvlitaxs wuilaXv.
Wash the floor.
(& o Hikxskvait
Upstairs .
Yi lanugva hikxskvailaXv.
- 1 am upstairs.
ﬁ Laxnagva lagvustiwil.
d. Wiagxskvail Bt palug psiairs,

Downstairs
Yi lanugva wiagxskvaitaXv.

I am downstairs.

Laxnigva laxil.
I am going downstairs .




Topic 8: Recreational Activities

a. Tuxv?it. b. ‘Cagaxéua.
To take a walk. Toplay basketball .
Wiixsints tixv?it! Waixsints ¢acaXcual
Let’s go for a walk! Let’s play basketball!
Yix gvialnts! Yix gvialnts!
Let’s do so! Let’s do so!

c. QagnXsma. d. Mami?a.
To play soccer. _ Fishing.
Waixsints gagnXsma! Waixsints mami?a.

Let’s play soccer! Let’s go fishing!




Topic 9: Animals

Mammals

a. Kvsls
] Wolr .
Kvslsdm tXas Qlc.

There are wolves at Old Town.
(Careful: the Heiltsuk can also mean “There is a wolf at Old Town”
Similarly, in all the “There is ....” sentences to follow, the Heiltsuk
can have both singular and plural meaning. )

b. MauXva
Cat
MauXvaxdm tXaXs Waglisla.
There are cats here in Bella Bella

c. Qamila
Deer
amilaxdm tXas Hiyat.

There are deer at Howeet.

Birds
(Careful: in the “There is ...” sentences to follow, the location of the bird is assumed to be
close to neither the speaker nor the listener.)

a. "Gvui
Raven.
“Gvuixdm AadsaXi.
There is araven in the tree.
b. 'Kaqa
Crow .
"K4gaxdm hrhlidsaXi.

There is a crow on the playground.




c. Cigilaga

Seagull
dr~r rqrv rhe rare
Cigilagaxdm wiliaXi
There is a seagull on the beach.
Fish
a. Hisn
st A =
Hixpasunugva yis hisnaXi.*
1 like sockeye.

* (With “yis” often only the “s” is pronounced.)

i 1 2 : 4 rr
Hixpastinugva yis wanayaXi.*
Ilike herring.
* (Instead of “wdtiayaXi” some speakers will use “wdtayidXi.”)

c. ’P ri .”;.’T ~ — i ;' k
Halibut .

‘vyyr_. 2 4 . Y r 9% e z
Hixpasunugva yis puayaXi. g
1like halibut.

d. Xaqvitkv
. Redcod ,
Hixpastnugva yis xaqvitkvaxXi, T

Ilike red cod.

e. Zaxvn
Oolichan. ™
9 r_ 9 ’ . ’ rare
Hixpasinugva yis zaxvnaXi.
1like oolichan.




Topic 10: Numbers

a. "Miiikv 1 b. Maliiky 2
"Mnixvs tgvanm. Malixvs tgvant, o

c. Yudakv

d. Makv 4 e. Skaukv 5
f. "Qxaukv 6 g. Matais 7
b, Yitxvéus S i. "Mérni?a |

10




Topic 11: Time of Day

P4

LayuXv gficacqila?
What time is it? _

a. Mnéqila. b. Madqila. @
One o’clock. Two o’c{ock.
LuXv mnéqila?ila.* LuXv macqila?ila.

It is one o’clock. It is two o’clock.

* (In this sentence the first speaker does
not pronounce the “Xv* of “Iuxv, * but
she does in following sentences.)

c. Yaducqila. d. Micgqila.
Three o’clo’ck. . Four o’clock.
LuXv yiducqila?ila. LuXv macégila?ila.*
It is three o’clock. It s four o'clock:
. I_. * (“Xv” of “Iuxv” not pronounced by

ST the first speaker. )

e. Skadqila. 7T
Five g’clock. ' I
Luktv skadqila%ila. e

It is five o’clock.




Topic 12: Some Questions and Answers

a. 'Masilas? ,
Whatare you doing? H@lénﬁgva.
Iam playing.

"Palanugva.
I am working.

Where are you going?

- Laxnigva mami?a.
(“¢” rarely pronounced before “X.”

I am going fishing.




Topic 13: Some Useful Commands

a. “Gina!
Cormehere!

b. “Gina gaXix!

Comein!




Topic 14: Identifying People

2 r e 7
Hagvai qu?
Who is that?
(Careful: “that” refers to someone,

who is not very far away.) 48

a. Dakvda qigv. b.’Yiglks quiqv.

That is a doctor That is a nurse.

R\
c.’Ckla quqy. d. Dica quqv.

Thatisa policeman . Thatis a teacher.




§

V4 7 ade v ’ r 9 » r
e. ‘QaduxinuXv qiqv. f. Yirhas qiqv.
That is a student. Thatis a Chief.

g. Mami%inuXv quaqv.
That is a fisherman.






